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Albuquerque’s Communities of Faith Urge Compassion and 
Robust, Humane Action from President Obama

Call on President Obama to Fast-Track Relief, Not Deportations of Families
Families impacted by the broken immigration system, faith leaders, and community members will come together at Immaculate Conception Catholic Parish at a community vigil to urge elected officials and community members to aspire to the best of the nation’s values such as compassion, fairness, justice, and “loving they neighbor.” The vigil was planned to address two different current tragedies: the 11-12 million immigrant families caught in the broken immigration system and the Central American children and families seeking refuge from violence in their countries of origin. They will urge President Obama do the right thing to act swiftly to jumpstart the process to allow millions of people to live, work, and continue contributing to this country AND he must do the right thing to protect, not deport children and families back to the violence and danger from which they are fleeing. 
Many speakers will focus on the urgency for the president to take swift and bold action for the millions of families who are victims of the broken immigration system. Karina Burciaga, a youth organizer from El CENTRO de Igualdad y Derechos explains, "Immigration reform is the long-term solution we will continue to fight for because we know that's what our community needs and our nation supports. But with the failure of the Republican-led House to move forward immigration reform, the President has committed to delivering administrative relief and that's what we are urging him to do as soon as possible.”
At the vigil, Maria, a single mother who is currently facing being separated from her 8 year-old son, will share why it is so important for her that the Obama stand by his promise to use his executive powers and pass administrative relief, “I am sure that any parent out there can relate to the absolute fear I have of being separated from my son and not being able to provide for his future. I am here at this vigil not just for my family, but for the millions of immigrant families who contribute so much to this nation, yet continue to live in fear.” 

The youngest speaker, Yuleisy Loeras, confirmed to speak at the vigil, is just 10 years old and going into the 5th grade at Whittier Elementary School, “In my family, some of us were born in this country and some of us were not, but we are part of the same family. I’m here today, because I love my parents and my big sisters, and I need them here with me. Children should be laughing with their friends, riding bikes, jumping on trampolines, and playing in the sand, not living in fear.”

In addition, in the wake of the first 40 fast-tracked deportations of Central American women and children from a detention center in Artesia, vigil participants will remind the Administration and Congress that their response to the thousands of Central American children and families fleeing harm in their country is a test of the moral fabric of the nation. Supporters of the vigil advocate for the immediate reunification of these children with loved ones living in the US and humanitarian relief that will prevent their deportation back to their countries of origin.

The vigil, co-sponsored by the New Mexico Conference of Churches and the New Mexico Faith Coalition for Immigrant Justice will include faith leaders from multiple faith traditions including Rabbi Paul Citrin. “It is not enough to be proud Americans whose Statue of Liberty proclaims, “Give me your tired, your poor…” The true measure of the social and moral culture of a country is expressed by its commitment to providing justice for all: a fast track deportation system for millions of our families and for women and children fleeing violence is not justice.”
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