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Court Strikes Down 3 Key Provisions of SB1070:
New Mexicans vow to uphold civil rights 
Albuquerque--Today, the Supreme Court struck down three key provisions of Arizona's racist, anti-Latino SB 1070, sending a message that immigration policy is the domain of the federal government, not individual states. In a 5-3 decision, the Court correctly rejected major portions of Arizona’s attempt to enforce federal immigration laws. Under today’s ruling, Arizona may not:
•  Conduct warrantless arrests based on suspicion of one’s immigration status.
•  Make it a state crime for individuals to not carry immigration papers at all times.
•  Make it a state crime to solicit work if an individual is unauthorized to work.
In the mixed decision, the Supreme Court left the “show me your papers” provision intact, a provision requiring local police in Arizona to investigate the legal status of suspected undocumented immigrants, although the scope of the provision was greatly limited. Advocates were optimistic because the Court left the door open to future challenges on the provisions' constitutionality, likely to be challenged on the inevitability of the provision leading to racial profiling.
Rachel LaZar, Executive Director of El CENTRO de Igualdad y Derechos, was optimistic about the decision. "We are pleased that the Supreme Court clarified that immigration law is under the sole purview of the federal government and that it is probable that the "show me your papers" provision will be challenged, and hopefully struck down in the near future. In New Mexico, we need to continue to organize, vote for elected officials who will diligently work with the community to ensure that these types of policies aren't passed, monitor and fight agains racial profiling in our communities, advocate for comprehensive immigration reform at the national level, and put a stop to policies which are separating our families."
Peter Simonson, the Executive Director of the ACLU of New Mexico stated, "Today the Supreme Court delivered a strong rebuke to Arizona's discriminatory immigration law.  
This sends Arizona a clear message that immigration policy is the domain of the federal government, not individual states."
New Mexico legislators vowed to work diligently to ensure that SB 1070 copy cat legislation and any other anti-immigrant legislation would never pass the New Mexico Legislature.  Senator Jerry Ortiz y Pino stated, "New Mexico can be proud of our record of reasonably accommodating the wide diversity of cultures, nationalities and languages that have gone into making us a tolerant, caring community.  No Court decision would have changed our commitment to this principle." Representative Moe Maestas added, "When the recession ends and the current anti-immigrant sentiment in our nation subside, history will not look kindly on the proponents of  of SB 1070."
Adrian Pedroza, Executive Director of the Partnership for Community Action, spoke of  SB 1070 as a wake-up call to the nation and to New Mexico "I believe that  the majority of Americans are fair-minded people who believe in respect, fairness, and equality.  It is time for us to collectively  stand up to lawmakers who champion anti-immigrant policies by registering to vote so we can speak at the ballot box.” He added, "We in New Mexico are better than allowing the politics of fear to be used for political gain to the detriment of our communities."
Allen Sanchez spoke out on behalf of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and echoed the words of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, “The bishops found hope in the decision in Arizona vs. United States and said it reflects the bishops’ call for humane and just immigration laws and concern for laws that could tear families apart." He added, "all three bishops in New Mexico have stated that they would stand against any attempts to pass policies similar to SB 1070 or any type of anti-immigrant policies."
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