In the wake of the tragic attacks in Paris and Beirut, we, the undersigned refugee and
immigrants’ rights advocates, faith, and civil and human rights groups, write to express
our deepest sympathies with the people and communities affected by these horrific acts of
terror and in strong opposition to those who are using this tragedy to promote actions and
politically motivated policies that fundamentally contradict our values as a nation.
More than ever, in this moment of global crisis, we must remain true to the values we
strive for as a nation, among these are equality, justice and freedom of religion. National
Islamic organizations have denounced the terrorist attacks in Paris and Beirut and point to
the fact that they are contrary to the teachings of Islam. The United States is and always
has been a refuge for those fleeing persecution. Our shores have long been the destination
for those with no other option. We strive to be a nation that welcomes newcomers, reunites families, and supports the integration of immigrants and refugees: that is fundamentally what makes this nation great.
The world is witnessing the largest refugee crisis since World War II. More than 4 million Syrians have fled conflict and violence in their home country, and 12 million are internally displaced, fleeing exactly the kind of terror that unfolded on the streets of Paris.
They have suffered unimaginable devastation for nearly five years. Most have lost loved
ones to persecution and violence, in addition to having had their country, their community, and everything they own brutally taken from them.
At a time when the world needs humanitarian leadership, at least 31 governors to date,
including NM Governor Susana Martinez, have voiced opposition to allowing Syrian
refugees to resettle in the United States—governors have no legal authority to restrict
refugee resettlement though they may attempt to make refugee resettlement inhospitable
and can foment xenophobic sentiment in their respective states. In addition, there are
those in Congress who are using this issue as a pretext to introduce knee-jerk, xenophobic
legislation to impose additional restrictions and security measures for refugees. These are
some of the same politicians that are using an anti-immigrant platform to block the implementation of administrative relief for immigrants and the passage of comprehensive
immigration reform.
Governor Martinez and other politicians are sending a demoralizing and dangerous message to the world that the United States limits freedom based on one’s country of origin
and their religion. This is NOT a way to lead.
Refugees are the most thoroughly vetted group of people who come to the United States.
Rigorous security screenings are conducted by intelligence agencies including the Department of Homeland Security, the FBI and the Department of Defense. The process typically takes over two years. There is not need for Congress to impose additional restrictions or security measures. Accordingly, we strongly feel that efforts by governors and
Congress to limit refugee resettlement are politically motivated.

Immigrants and refugees have enriched communities in New Mexico and across our
country and have been part of the American fabric for generations. We urge Governor
Martinez and other elected officials to choose wisdom over rhetoric and show true leadership in this time of great tragedy. We must allow our values—and not our fear—to guide
us in this critical time. In addition, we call upon Congress, and other elected officials, to
demonstrate leadership by speaking out against the scapegoating of any group during this
time of crisis and to ensure that our nation’s humanitarian efforts strongly welcome
refugees.
Sincerely,
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